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Dear Sorors, 
 

Thank you Sorors for accepting the challenge from President Barack Obama and the Supreme 
Basileus, Barbara A. McKinzie, and donating $2,011.00 at last monthôs sorority meeting for the 
Haiti earthquake victims. 
 
In the month of January we were busy serving with Extra Special Participation. Ten sorors 
attended the Souper Bowl of Caring, sponsored by the Houston Area Pan-Hellenic Council and 
donated canned goods/clothes. Three-hundred sorors attended Foundersô Day; forty-six sorors 
participated in the MLK Day of Service activity; forty sorors attended the Program Planning 
meeting. Keep up the great work Sorors in continuing our service to all mankind. 
 
The High School Leadership Development Committee and Archives Committee, under the 
leadership of Kim Topps and Andrea Bonner, have submitted our chapterôs regional entries for the 
Youth Business Plan Competition and the Excellence in Strategic Preservation Award. Thank you 
to all sorors for their dedication in working on these projects. 
 
The 78

th
 South Central Regional Conference will be here soon and volunteers are needed to 

assist with the scrapbooks. If you are interested, contact Nkenge Berry at 
nberryowens@gmail.com or 832.216.5987.  Sorors who would like to ride the bus to the 
conference should contact Melba Henry at melbanene@sbcglobal.net or 713.522.3004.  
 
Please continue to RSVP if you plan to attend sorority meeting. An accurate count is necessary for 
an appropriately organized and successful meeting. We will be voting on 2010 Boule delegates. I 
look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 20, 2010, at sorority meeting.   
 
Sisterly yours, 
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FEBRUARY HOSTESS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

The February Hostess Committee is asking sorors to bring receiving 
blankets and/or socks for newborn babies to sorority meeting.  
These items will be donated to Lyndon B. Johnson Community 
Hospital. More than two hundred babies are born there every month 
and many will leave the hospital without proper clothing or blankets 
to keep them warm.  We will visit with the hospital on February 27, 
2010, and deliver the items to the babies in the nursery. 
 

 
 

MARCH HOSTESS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 
 Chairman: Soror Alice Walker 
 Co-Chairman: Soror Saundra Wiley 
 Co-Chairman: Soror Jana Williams 
 Committee: WaddyðYoung 
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Articles must be submitted and received by the Basileus no later than the last day of 
the month preceding the next sorority meeting. Articles must be limited to 150 words; 
submitted in Microsoft Word format; using Arial, 12 point font; inserting only one 
space between sentences and double spaced. When submitting photographs, attach 
them in JPEG format to emails. Photographs embedded in the body of emails or 
Word documents cannot be used. Correspondence received after the deadline will be 
printed in the next monthôs newsletter, at the discretion of the Basileus. Submit 
articles via email to: 

Tamara J. Cubit  
akomegapresident@yahoo.com 

March Newsletter  
Deadline for all content ð February 28, 2010 

April Newsletter  
Deadline for all content ð March 31, 2010 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION PROTOCOL  

Cares, Concerns and Prayers for:  
¶ Soror Susan Bynam  in the passing of her uncle. 

¶ Sorors  Diana Merritte, Tanya Merritte and Tasha Merritte -
Soberekon in the passing of their nephew and cousin, 
respectively. 

¶ Soror Stephanie Meads  in the passing of her aunt. 

¶ Soror Erica Moore in the passing of her grandfather. 

Keep the following sorors in your prayers:  

¶ Sorors Hilda Gentry, Davina Horace and Lillie Jones  had 
surgery and are recuperating at home. 

¶ Soror Aleice Conley  is in Bayou Manor, 4141 S. Braeswood, 
Houston, TX 77025 

¶ Soror Connie Steward  whose mother is hospitalized in 
Shreveport, LA. 

¶ Soror Joyce Jacquet  whose sister is ill. 

 
Continue to keep in your prayers:  
 
Sorors Shirley Brewster, Lillian Cook, Franceta Lane, Melba 
Moreland, Barbara Penn (mother of Soror Marsha Penn), Ora Lee 
Piper, Richie Routt and Polly Sparks Turner.  
 

Sister -2-Sister  
 

Thank you notes received fromé 
¶ Soror Gwendolyn J. Brinkley, South Central Regional Director 

¶ Soror Sheri Cole 

¶ Soror Joyce Lister 

¶ Soror DiAnn Robinson 

¶ Soror Meca Walker 

¶ Soror Angela Williams 

¶ The Ensemble Theatre for your participation in Santa at the Ensemble 
2009 

¶ The Houston Achievement Place for Christmas gifts 

¶ Holiday greetings from the Executive Board, Alpha Eta Lambda 

Chapter, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Nurturing Our Ivy  

 

NOTE: Please inform Soror Rhonda Richardson 

or the Basileus as you become aware of those 
who are ill or otherwise challenged.  
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AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN AND HIV/AIDS  
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), although African-American women represent only 12 
percent of the U.S. female population, they represent 61 
percent of all new HIV infections among women. The primary 
transmission for African American women is through 
heterosexual relationships despite myths. Heterosexual 
contact was the source of 78% of new infections among 
women in 2004 according to the CDC.  
 
The Health Committee will participate in the 21

st
 Annual AIDS 

walk on Sunday, March 14, 2010, at Sam Houston Park 
(Downtown). The money raised will support HIV/AIDS 
education, prevention, and services in the Houston area. 
Come join sorors, family and friends so we can achieve our 
goal of $1,000. You can register on-line at 
www.aidswalkhouston.org search for team Alpha Kappa 
Omega or see Soror Angela Price at the February sorority 
meeting.   
 

HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
Sorors are encouraged to attend, participate and volunteer 
for the High School Leadership Development Committee, All 
Male Workout Day. The event will be held on Saturday, 
February 27, 2010 from 10:00 AM ï 2:00 PM at the Ballyôs 
Total Fitness Center, 13444 Southwest Freeway, Sugarland, 
TX. If you are interested in attending please contact Kim 
Topps at ktopps@yahoo.com or 281.842.7310 or Donna 
Miles at miles.donna@sbcglobal.net or 281.352.0969. 
 
 
NON-TRADITIONAL ENTREPRENEURðTAX 
PREPARATION 
Sorors, if you have a tax service preparation business 
and would like to offer your services for a fee to chapter 
members, please email information to Sherry Williams, Co-
Chairman, Economic Development Committee at 
moonwil01@aol.com. 
 

CHAPTER CELEBRATES KING LEGACY THROUGH 
SERVICE 
On January 18, 2010, the chapterôs January Hostess committee 
members held its service project at Manda Ann Convalescent 
Home, in conjunction with the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service. The event focused on Platform 5: Health, Resource 
Management and Economics. Forty-six sorors, who participated 
in this event, enthusiastically rendered service to thirty-five senior 
residents of the convalescent home. The sorors actively engaged 
the residents in memory stimulation activities and Soror Ardener 
Franshaw served as pianist for the sing-a-long. Some of the 
residents even joined the sorors and showed off a few dance 
moves of their own! During the culminating activity, sorors served 
fruit to the residents and all received a MLK card of celebration. 
The residents and the sorors thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship 
on this Day of Service. Thanks to Soror Rosa Rush, coordinator 
of the event. 

 
HMAC FOUNDERSô DAY 2010 
The Houston Metropolitan Area Chapters (HMAC) held Foundersô 
Day on Saturday, January 23, 2010 at the Power Center. Sorors 
and guests came together for a luncheon and sisterly relations 
program under the theme, ñEmpowered Service with Pride 102 
Years Later.ò Three-hundred sorors from our chapter were in 
attendance. Community Relations Director for WB 39, Soror 
Yolanda Green, was the guest speaker. She delivered a 
captivating and sensational message on service to all mankind.  
The rededication ceremony was lead by Soror Mattelia B. Grays 
and it reinvigorated the sororôs sense of purpose, sisterliness and 
pride. The AKA chorale, was directed by Sorors Mary Butler, 
Clarice Gatlin and Ardener Franshaw. The choral did a wonderful 
job singing along with ten sorors from our chapter that 
participated. Part of the proceeds from Foundersô Day will be 
donated to the Haiti Relief fund. I would like to thank Sorors 
Thearodesia Williams, Helen Houston, Pamela Lazard and Mary 
Smith Johnson for their tireless hours spent in making sure this 
event was a success. 

 
PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING  
The program planning meeting was held at Houston 
Community College on Saturday, January 30, 2010. Forty 
committee chairmen, co-chairmen as well as several 
members of the executive committee attended. During the 
meeting the following items were discussed: goals/objectives 
for our chapter; new ideas and trends in program planning; 
committee budgets; and best practices for committees. A 
DVD, that was sent in the fall mailing from the International 
Constitution Committee, was shown entitled ñEncouraging 
Scholastic Proficiency.ò My thanks to all who were in 
attendance at this meeting and to program chairman, 
LaDonna Harris and Cheryl Johnson for securing the facility. 
 
MEET & GREET 2010 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
All sorors are invited to attend a short presentation on how 
committees work within our chapter. This activity will take 
place at 9:45 a.m., at the Power Center, prior to sorority 
meeting on Saturday, February 20, 2010. Come out and meet 
the 2010 chapter committee chairmen and co-chairmen of all 
committees in order that we may be able to continue to make 
a difference in the Houston and surrounding communities with 
our Extraordinary Service Programs. 

3 

February 2010  

December Hostess Committee with Soror Rosa 
Rush  serving as chairman and Sorors Marlene 
Roberts  and Shewanna Rochon serving as co-
chairmen. Sorors Renee Bourgeois, Lillian 
Bourgeois, Nomeva Trini Charles, Shonthenia 
Edwards, Deneen Ford, Carolene Goffney -Sharpe, 
Veronica Johnson, Beverly Maddox, Cheryl 
Mitchell, and nominating and tellerôs committees. 
Sorors Crystal Jean, Allonie Moncriffe and Rosa 
Rush  for writing articles for this monthôs newsletter.  

AKW  

 Chapter  Phone: 713.942.2087 / Fax: 888.347.9293 
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FEBRUARY  

2010 CALENDAR OF EVEN TS  

SAVE THE DATES !!  

16ðTUESDAY ¶ Utah Jazz v. Houston Rockets; 7:30 PM; Toyota Center; Contact: Darlene Johnson 

17ðWEDNESDAY ¶ Executive Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Tamara Cubit 

20ðSATURDAY ¶ Sorority meeting; 11:00 AM; Power Center; Contact: Tamara Cubit 

22ðMONDAY ¶ Platform I, Non-Traditional Entrepreneur Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Cheryl Taylor 

¶ Platform II, Economic Keys to Success Committee meeting; 7:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Erica Moore 

25ðTHURSDAY ¶ AKA Prayer and Bible Study; 6:30 PM; Lonnie Smith Library; Contact: Kim Topps 

26ðFRIDAY ¶ Entertainment Committee, Line Dancing; 6:00 PM; Red Elementary, 4520 Tonawanda; Contact: Xenith Green 

27ðSATURDAY ¶ HSLD All-Male Workout Day; 10:00 AM-2:00 PM; Ballyôs Total Fitness Center, 13444 S.W. Frwy., Sugar Land, 
TX; Contact: Kim Topps 

3ðWEDNESDAY ¶ Health Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Camilla Jackson 

¶ Connection Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Mary Shockley 

4ðTHURSDAY ¶ HSLD Teleconference; 7:00 PM; Contact: Kim Topps 

¶ Care movie presentation; International Womenôs Day; Location: TBA  

9ðTUESDAY ¶ Entertainment Committee meeting; 7:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Zenith Green 

¶ Hostess Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Cheryl Mitchell 

11ðTHURSDAY  ¶ Membership Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Lillian Bourgeois 

13ðSATURDAY ¶ Barbershop Outreach Health Screening; 12:00 Noon - 4:00 PM; 32 Degrees Barbershop, 14800 Westheimer; 
Contact: Camilla Jackson 

14ðSUNDAY ¶ 21st Annual Houston AIDS Walk; 8:30 AM; Sam Houston Park; 1000 Bagby; Contact: Angela Price 

17ðWEDNESDAY ¶ Executive Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Tamara Cubit 

20ðSATURDAY ¶ Sorority meeting; 11:00 AM; Power Center; Contact: Tamara Cubit 

22ðMONDAY ¶ Platform I, Non-Traditional Entrepreneur Committee meeting; 6:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Cheryl Taylor 

¶ Platform II, Economic Keys to Success Committee meeting; 7:30 PM; Power Center; Contact: Erica Moore 

25ðTHURSDAY ¶ AKA Prayer and Bible Study; 6:30 PM; Lonnie Smith Library; Contact: Kim Topps 

MARCH  

April 8 -11, 2010 
 

78th South Central Regional Conference ; Shreveport, LA; Registration by: February 20, 2010; Late Registra-
tion: by March 6, 2010 

April 25, 2010  IEACF of Houston, Inc., 29th Annual Scholarship Luncheon & Fashion Show ; Crowe Plaza Hotel, 8686 Kirby; 
Tickets: $50; doors open at 1:30 pm 

June 26, 2010  Alpha Kappa Alpha Solidarity Walk ; 10:00 AM; Location: TBA 

July 9 -July 16, 2010  64th Boule ; St. Louis, MO 


